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Consultation Response 
 

 

 
Subject: BOSTON ALTERNATIVE ENERGY FACILITY 
 
 

Consultee: BOSTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 

Boston Borough Council’s Environment and Performance Committee (Scrutiny 

Committee) considered a report tabled by Alternative Use Boston Projects Ltd at its 

meeting held on the evening of Thursday 8th November 2018.   

This response is in addition to the responses already provided by the Council’s 
Environmental Health Officer; Forward Plans, the Head of Environmental Operations and 
the Economic Development Manager. 
 

The report sought the committee’s consideration of two areas of the developer’s full report.   

 The first was to consider the proposed statement of consultation to see if it was 

reasonable and if not, to identify any consultation areas which may have been 

missed.  
  

 The second was to consider whether or not the information provided was sufficient to 

clearly identify the proposal and structure thereof. 

 

Addressing the first requisite of the report the committee agreed the following additional 

consultation streams be included within the consultation process: 

 

 All 6th form pupils at the senior schools within the borough along with students at 
Boston College be consulted.   
 

The reason:   by the time of the delivery of the site, many of the said pupils would be 
working and living within the town/borough.  It was important to consult with the 
students not only to gain a different perspective but they would probably discuss the 
subject with their parents thus providing a further feeding strand for the consultation. 

 
 That a greater innovative approach be undertaken in respect of media consultation 

throughout the lifetime of the project to allow engagement with the younger 
demographic and that research into today’s modern companies was required to seek 
new ways of working alongside the traditional social media.   
 

The reason:  A number of members agreed new ways of consulting was needed as 
the importance of interaction with the younger demographic of the Borough was very 
important.   It was also agreed that the Council’s own communications department 
needed to support coverage alongside the developer and signpost consultation 



  Appendix E 

 

events and run its own articles to keep abreast of the consultation events to capture 
local people. 
 

 
 That regular briefings be provided for all Boston Borough Councillors at each stage 

of the NSIP with up to date presentations providing information at the right point in 
the process.  
 

Reason:  To ensure all members are able to update and advise their constituents on 
a regular basis 

 
 That wording within paragraph 6.42 of the report ‘proposed to do’ be amendment to 

‘will do’. 
 

Reason:   The wording was ambiguous.  Translation should be done automatically 
with the translated material being placed where ethnic minority groups congregated 
to try to reach those groups who proved hard to consult with. 

 
 That the radius of the consultation area from the development site be increased to 

between 7 – 10 kilometres. 
 

Reason:   to include a wider scope of residents and again greater feedback. 

 
 That in line with the extension of the consultation area the following venues be 

added to the list of consultation venues for all future events: 
 

1. Rochford Tower Hall in Fishtoft. 
2. Wyberton Parish Hall 
3. Kirton Town Hall 
4. Trinity Church Spilsby Road Boston. 

 

Reason:  Many of the wards were spread over a large area and the secondary sites 
would ensure ease of access to the venues all the respective residents. 

 
 That the additional venues also be used as ‘drop-in’ centres with all venues being 

used for the pre-app consultation. 
 

Reason:  it would allow consultation to be locality based to capture local feelings.  

 
 That should the Secretary of State accept the application then the developer to be 

requested to provide a dedicated hub to allow on-going access to the progress of the 
development for the public.    
 

Reason:    to allow on-going information to be readily available for public interest in 
the development at a central point.  The developer to be advised that a similar hub 
had been very successful for the recent Barrier project in Boston. 
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 That the Household Waste Recycling Centre at Slippery Gowt be used as an 
information site to issue information on the development. 
 

Reason:  the site was heavily used and information could be promoted and handed 
out offering another stream to the consultation process. 

 
 That the developer be asked to liaise with the Environment Agency to ask if they 

would feedback on their experience of consultation with residents during their 
consultation on the Boston Barrier project. 
 

Reason:   Any feedback highlighting problem areas / positive areas could assist the 
developer in on-going consultation. 
 
 

 
Addressing the second requisite of the report the committee agreed the following additional 

information should be provided to clearly identify the proposal: 

 

 That clarification of the number of homes the site would power be confirmed with a 
detailed breakdown of the technical specification 
 

Reason:  to allow a clear understanding by the public of how the supply of power to 
the homes was calculated. 

 
 That a breakdown of the expected pollutants from the gasification be provided to 

identify any emissions expected.   
 

Reason:   To allay fears of pollution and to advise the public of what emissions would 
arise from the development once in operation. 

 
 That full details of procedures to deal with the disposal of any pollutants be provided. 

 

Reason:  To offer reassurance that there was a procedure in place. 

 
 That information be provided on the volume of CO2 levels which would be generated 

from the site along with confirmation if the levels would fluctuate. 
 

Reason:  To offer reassurance that there was a procedure in place. 

 
 That information on the intent to dispose of medical waste at the site be provided 

along with the measures in place to control it. 
 

Reason:  To reassure residents that procedures were in place to control disposal of 
medical waste. 
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 That the charge for Electricity to National Grid (if any) be provided. 
 

Reason:   To advise residents.  
 

 
 That a list of stakeholders be provided 

 

Reason:  For information for all interested parties. 

 
 That a more detailed explanation in respect of the measures in place to control both 

light pollution and air be provided. 
 

Reason:   To assure residents in the locality of the site that measures are in place 
and to advise them of any impact on them. 

 

 Advice on where the ash pellets end up once they leave the site and also on what 
they are used for. 
 

Reason:    For general information for residents 
 
 
 

Summarising the general comments of the meeting: 
 

Members agreed the benefits of such a development for the town of Boston.  They 
acknowledged the employment benefits it would create – both in construction and thereafter 
in on-going supply and maintenance.  Consultation was agreed as being key for residents 
and they agreed that the additional requests for inclusion in the statement as identified, 
would reassure them that the scope of consultation was reasonable.   The outstanding 
points for information to be included had also been agreed to allow clear identification of the 
project.   
 

Whilst members commended the report they did note 5 separate items identified for   
consideration and action by the developer which although not direct to the consultation 
process - they felt were fundamental in taking the project forward for Boston: 

 
 That any information on any funding streams available for residents to help them 

mitigate the impact of the construction in their area, be made available as soon as 
possible.   This would allow those residents who would be significantly affected the 
opportunity to consider applying for funding.    It was further agreed that should 
funding be available the Council would offer support to residents to assist them in 
their application process. 

 
 That any information in respect of potential tendering for work on the development 

be signposted by the developer.   The importance of this could not be 
underestimated as it would enable local businesses to be made aware of any 
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tendering opportunities for the development with clear direction on the tendering 
process. 
 

 That the request for serious consideration of the provision of a link road from the 
roundabout direct to the site should be given as the benefits whilst predominantly 
benefitting the developer for access to the site both during construction and then for 
direct access thereafter once operational, it would also benefit local residents and 
businesses.  

 
 That serious consideration be given to a soft landscaping scheme to be provided and 

incorporated alongside the hard landscaping scheme, providing with larger 
specimens that would establish quicker and provide screening to integrate the site 
into the landscape. 

 

 That the developer consult with Royal Mail in respect of the mail drop it undertook on 
their behalf, within a five kilometre radius of the site.  Not all residents in the 
Wyberton ward received the mail shot which resulted in complaints to ward members 
who were asked why some had been provided within the information and others not.  
The Council would appreciate a response as to what happened on that occasion in 
order to reassure residents in that area, which is very close to the site, that all future 
consultation would be provided to them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

End. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: 
It is recorded that this official response will be presented to the applicant undercover of 
standing Boston Borough Council livery subject to any additional comment by Cabinet 
Members during consultation at the Cabinet meeting 28 November 2018. 

 
 
 

 


